atom, located on a twofold rotation axis, is in a distorted octahedral geometry, defined by four N atoms from two 2-hydroxy-5-[(pyridin-2-yl)methylideneamino]benzoate ligands and two O atoms from two water molecules. In the crystal, intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the complex molecules and uncoordinated water molecules into a threedimensional network. Intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds are present between the hydroxy and carboxylate groups. 
In the title complex, [Ni(C 13 H 9 N 2 O 3 ) 2 (H 2 O) 2 ]Á2H 2 O, the Ni II atom, located on a twofold rotation axis, is in a distorted octahedral geometry, defined by four N atoms from two 2-hydroxy-5-[(pyridin-2-yl)methylideneamino]benzoate ligands and two O atoms from two water molecules. In the crystal, intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the complex molecules and uncoordinated water molecules into a threedimensional network. Intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds are present between the hydroxy and carboxylate groups.
Related literature
For the biological activity of Schiff base compounds, see: ; Cukurovali et al. (2002) ; Tarafder et al. (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 13 
Data collection
Bruker APEXII CCD diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Cukurovali et al., 2002; Tarafder et al., 2002) . As an extension of the work on the structural characterization of Schiff base compounds, the crystal structure of the title compound is reported here.
The title compound is a mononuclear nickel(II) complex, as shown in Fig. 1 hydrogen bonds between the hydroxy and carboxylate groups are observed (Table 1 ). In the crystal, intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds link the complex molecules and uncoordinated water molecules into a three-dimensional network (Fig. 2 ).
Experimental 5-Aminosalicylic acid (1.53 g, 10 mmol), 2-pyridinecarboxaldehyde (1 ml, 10 mmol) and triethylamine (1 ml, 10 mmol)
were mixed in 50 ml ethanol in a round flask. The mixture was refluxed with agitation for 4 h at 323 K to give a yellow precipitate. After filtration and washing the precipitate with ethanol, a pure Schiff base ligand, 5-[(pyridin-2-yl)methyleneamino]-2-hydroxybenzoic acid (yield: 2.02 g, 84%) was obtained.
A mixture of 5-[(pyridin-2-yl)methyleneamino]-2-hydroxybenzoic acid (0.024 g, 0.1 mmol), Ni(CH 3 CO 2 ) 2 .2H 2 O (0.025 g, 0.1 mmol) and ethanol (20 ml) was heated at 273 K for 30 min to give a red solution. After evaporating the solution at room temperature for one week, red crystals were obtained (yield: 65%).
Refinement
H atoms attached to C atoms and O3 were placed in calculated positions and treated using a riding model, with C-H = 0.95 and O-H = 0.84 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (O). H atoms attached to water molecules (O4 and O5) were located in a difference Fourier map and refined isotropically. 
Orthorhombic, Pbcn Mo Kα radiation, λ = 0.71073 Å Hall symbol: -P 2n 2ab
Cell parameters from 14975 reflections a = 15.7628 (6) Å θ = 3.9-25.0°b Symmetry codes: (ii) x, y+1, z; (iii) x+1/2, −y+1/2, −z; (iv) −x+1, −y, −z.
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